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highly organized lands, do not fit into the present scheme of
things. If the twentieth century is to be "the Age of the
Common Man", as publicists frequently assert, then the
underfed, politically unorganized millions of Asia and Africa
are equally entitled with their emancipated counterparts in
Europe, America and Australasia to the benefits of such an
age.
This revolution in inter-State relations is perhaps most
cogently illustrated in the fact that India, Brazil, Egypt and
Argentina are now "creditor" countries, whereas until the end
of the last century, and in some cases even more recently, they
were largely dependent on the availability of West European
capital, mainly British, for their internal development. In
effect, the first half of the twentieth century is marked by the
steady spread of similarity in the political organization of
States to an extent unknown previously. In the past, maturity
in one or more States has always been coincident with imma-
turity and lack of organization in the rest of the world, so that
the paths of territorial expansion were followed with relative
ease. The State possessed of the power associated with
political, military and economic organization, when it was
based on adequate human and material resources, the latter
including territory, was able to impose its will on States which
were less well organized.
During and after the Age of Discovery the evolution of
several dominant States or World Powers led to rivalry until
their relationships were guided by the system which became
known as the Balance of Power. Today, differential distribution
of power remains. There are still World Powers and lesser
powers, but the balance is far more delicate because the latter
are asserting their claims to participation in world affairs to
an extent undreamed of even fifty years ago. Frequently
newspapers report that fifty or more nations are represented
at an international conference, and the resentment which was
expressed when the Great Powers were granted the right to
veto decisions of the Assembly of the United Nations Organi-
zation is significant of the growing desire of the lesser powers
to fulfil what they consider to be their functions in international
relations.